Fetal growth restriction associated with measles virus infection during pregnancy.
We report on a 28-week infant with growth restriction starting after 23 weeks' gestation because of measles virus (MV) infection of the mother. Histological findings for the placenta revealed extensive fibrin deposition and necrosis of the villi, and MV antigen was demonstrated in the syncytiotrophoblast by immunostaining. The MV-specific IgM level in the infant was negative, but that of the mother was positive. Therefore, we speculate that growth restriction is not attributed to direct infection with MV, but to placental dysfunction due to a decrease in intravillous blood flow and oxygen supply to the fetus.